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ing it was, of course, out of the question without
a much larger fleet accompanied by an overwhelm-
ing army. But Drake reconnoitred to good effect,
learnt wrinkles that saved him from disaster two
years later, and retired after assuring himself that
an Armada which could not fight him then could
never get to England during the same season.

Ship fevers and all the other epidemics that
dogged the old sailing fleets and scourged them
like the plague never waited long. Drake was
soon short-handed. To add to his troubles, Bor-
ough sailed away for home; whereupon Drake
tried him and his officers by court-martial and
condemned them all to death. This penalty was
never carried out, for reasons we shall soon under-
stand. Since no reinforcements came from home,
Cape St. Vincent could not be held any longer.
There was, however, one more stroke to make.
The great East-India Spanish treasure ship was
coming home; and Drake made up his mind to
have her.

Off the Azores he met her coming towards him
and dipping her colors again and again to ask him
who he was. 'But we would put out no flag till
we were within shot of her, when we hanged out
flags, streamers, and pendants. Which done, we